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“I've known both Abe and Stephen since | was 11 years old, but | didn't know them collectively. | knew Stephen
from my neighbourhood and | knew Abe from school, which was out of my neighbourhood. I'd always
communicate with them as friends but separately, and when | introduced them, they automatically started playing
together. When | was probably about 15 or 16, they were playing and they asked if | wanted to sing. | told them that
I couldn't sing, but they were like, "Just do it, man, c'mon!” and | was like, ‘Oh, okay."

S0, just for fun, we started playing and Stephen started writing all the songs and I'd write all the lyrics. They'd
tell me what they wanted the songs to be about, but | didn't care, | was just so happy to be in a band and playing.
One day, somebody asked us to play a party, the barbecue that was our first gig. So | said to Stephen, Hwe're
gonna play a show, then what's the name of our band? and he said, ‘Defto ‘Okay’ and didn't think
anything more about it — we played that show and we were just excited that we got to play at all.

“At our local club in Sacramento on Thursday nights, they used to have a system where you'd pay to play —you'd
buy all these tickets and then you could give them away or sell them. We bought about 200 tickets at a dollar each
that you could sell for three dollars; we gave most of them away to our friends and sold the rest. We played the
show and it was really cool, we were like, ‘Man, this is fun!’ People came and they liked the band!

“After that, we kept practising, not really playing too many shows, just practising and practising. Then we
recorded a five song demo tape which we gave out— we didn't sell it or anything — and the club heard it and
started giving us opening slots when bands came into town. We didn't care, we were just so happy to

play and keep it at that.

“A couple of years went by like that and we found ourselves in the middle of the local band scene that was
going on. Far were starting out back then, and it was cool. We just kept practising, playing shows and getting our
stuff together. Then we started taking trips to San Francisco and getting on any show that we could play, but trying
to space them out, trying to do one a month, so we weren't playing all the time. It was probably about three or four

years after that that we took our first trip down to LA. We were just so happy that we were out of Sacramento! It
was so exciting to be there and we played a few shows too.

“At the third show we played, somebody had seen us and got a tape, and the next thing you know, there’s a buzz
about us and people are talking about si S. i I'd never even thought about that side of
things, to me it was just fun to play shows and go to town. But Maverick got hold of the tape and said that they
wanted to fly us down to play for them in a little practice studio. We were like, ‘Okay..." We had nothing to lose,
you know? Sa not thinking too much of it, we went and did it, and after playing three songs, they asked to sign us.
We did that and ever since then, it's been non-stop.

“After you get signe: almost like you start over from the beginning again, you start trying to be recognised
again at another level. But it's been nothing but fun. We've always been playing and playing, doing all we can do
to have a good time. And the minute I'm not having a good time, | won't be doing it!”
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